


 OPERATION BARKER

-Summary-


 


Operation Barker is named in memory of the late Bob Barker, host of the hit T.V. show 
“Price Is Right.” A hero to animals in life and now in death, this is the final undercover 
animal cruelty investigation Mr. Barker funded prior to his death. 


September 10, 2022, Animal Recovery Mission (ARM) came across a Craigslist ad for 
animals and meat for sale. Pictures of the animals and a description was included in the 
ad. The managers email and phone number were listed for inquiries. The farm is 
advertising in the Tampa, Orlando, Ocala, and Brooksville, FL areas for meat and animals 
for sale. The farm is also transporting meat, including horse meat, illegally across county 
lines in Florida.  




After calling and messaging the farm, the ARM investigators inquired about having an 
animal butchered for human consumption, and “George” (Juan Ortiz) invited the ARM 
investigator to the farm located at 15064 Vicki Ln, Brooksville, FL 34613. Property I.D 
#R1442218000001800040. This property is open to the greater public. 


The ARM investigator entered the property on October 1, 2022 (1 pm) and immediately 
confirmed the nature of the business as an animal slaughter farm. Animals observed and 
documented included horses, cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, chickens, turkeys, geese, and 
other birds. Many animals are housed in small pens, living with the dead and deprived of 
drinkable water. Animals are eating and being fed the remains of freshly slaughtered 
animals and drinking their blood.


The property is in a state of disarray, with years worth of trash and waste building up 
across the lot. Newly slaughtered animal parts are being thrown in receptacles, burned, 
and buried in shallow graves (including horse parts).  


During ARM’s investigation, the animals on the property were all purchased and 
butchered for human consumption (meat) and not for religion.


No animals were sold to ARM for ritualistic purposes. However, this is a service that the 
owner “Juan Ortiz” offers at the slaughter farm and, at times, what it caters to.


Meat procured from the animals onsite is illegally sold to the public. Meat is entering 
small markets, butcher shops, restaurants, catering events and live animals sold to legal 
slaughterhouses (Musa Slaughter House in Tampa, FL). Due to the unsanitary state of the 
entire operation, there is a serious public health and safety risk issue from the 
potentially diseased and contaminated meat that is entering the community’s food 
supply. All meat is unadulterated and un-inspected. Horse meat is stored in the main 
slaughterhouse freezer and in the house (living quarters) freezer. 


Wildlife is being poached throughout the State of Florida and Louisiana, then sold alive 
for ritualistic ceremonies and meat from the property.  


Horse meat is being sold on-site and delivered to only the most trusted customers and 
contacts of the farm. Horse meat and the killing of horses for human consumption was 
offered to the ARM investigator. The owners of the farm are killing registered and 
tattooed thoroughbred racehorses for human consumption. Funny Biz was one of these 



horses killed in front of ARM’s Founder, Kudo, while undercover. The Cuban-born male 
that killed the horse titled himself as “Alberto.” ARM Investigators purchased horse meat 
on multiple occasions for testing purposes. The meat was quickly sent out for testing to 
the ELISA Laboratory in Gainesville, FL. All meat tested showed positive reads for equine. 
The farm owners are bringing in some of the most seasoned horse butchers in the 
country to kill, section, and butcher the horses. The horses are being killed behind the 
main slaughter facility. Horses are also killed on an outside property controlled by other 
horse killers in the Greater Tampa areas. Horse meat is crossing county lines for pickup 
and sale. Meat (bagged) from the equines is then transported to the property for sale.  


This illegal animal slaughter business has been selling and butchering animals for human 
consumption for over four years. This makes this operation fairly new, although rapidly 
expanding. 


The Ortiz slaughter farm operation is owned and operated by a father and Son, Juan 
Ortiz, and JR. Both are dark-skinned Cuban Males. The father walks with a limp, is 
roughly 60 years of age, wears a grey goatee, and is heavy-set. He is roughly 5’11 and 
275lb. He drives a white Ford Lariat pickup f250 FL plate, #60BCMS. He is said to live 
onsite. The son has a black goatee and short black hair, with tattoos of a tiger, and 
writing on the right forearm. Jr. is approximately 30 years old with a tiger tattoo on his 
firearm. He is roughly 190 LB and drives a red (cranberry) Ford pickup truck plate 
#B3TCW (Tampa Bay Plate). A company horse trailer is owned and used by the farm is a 
2-horse trailer brown in color with FL tag # NZLI91. All workers and butchers that are 
hired by the owners are all cuban and speak only Spanish. 


During this investigation, ARM witnessed, documented, and obtained evidence of 
animals being inhumanely handled and slaughtered in gross violation of the Humane 
Slaughter Act of the United States and Florida State Law. The property sits alongside a 
paved public walking trail (Suncoast Trail) where the public can clearly see and hear all 
activities onsite. 


Other than the Animal Recovery Mission’s reporting of this illegal slaughter farm to the 
Sheriff’s Office, this has also been reported by the owner of the property itself as well as 
multiple concerned members of the community.




The Ortiz animal slaughter farm is not only engaged in egregious animal cruelty crimes. 
There is also an extensive list of public health, safety, building/zoning, and 
environmental violations being committed. These include, but are not limited to: 


• Killing registered, tattooed thoroughbred race horses for human consumption on-
site.


• Animals are not stunned by an appropriate device or rendered unconscious and 
insensible to pain, prior to the slaughter process, per the Humane Slaughter Act. 


• Animals are inhumanely handled, dragged, and butchered in front of other 
animals. 


• Animals are bludgeoned to the skull and hammered to death with hammers and 
wooden boards. 


• Animals are choked.

• Tormenting of equines.

• Dogs are attacking farm animals before slaughter.

• Goats, sheep, and pigs are stabbed repeatedly in the throat and chest with foot-

long blades while screaming and thrusting, displaying clear signs of life.

• Animals are conscious and aware as they are hoisted, skinned, and butchered. 

• Animals are forced to live and confined with rotting week-to-month-old animal 

carcasses.  

• Animals, at times, have no clean or drinkable water.

• Animals are in poor health, emaciated, suffering from debilitating parasites and 

untreated wounds.

• Animals are butchered on the ground on top of week-old decaying animal 

carcasses. 

• Meat from slaughtered animals onsite is sold illegally to off-the-street customers 

with no licenses or permits. 

• Sale of unadulterated meat.

• Animals are butchered in unsanitary, illegal, open-air butcher areas, allowing the 

meat to be exposed to flies and insects.

• Contaminated meat from animals living in unsanitary conditions is entering the 

public food supply - a serious human health violation and risk of contagious 
disease. 


• Animal carcasses are illegally disposed of in piles all over the property as vultures, 
ducks, and other flight birds feed and possibly spread infectious diseases to 
surrounding areas of the county and state.  




• Animal skins, body parts, dead animals, and trash are strewn throughout the 
property.


• Blood from slaughtered animals, excessive animal excrement, and dead carcasses 
are threatening the public's health and safety. Body fluids from the animals are 
pooling into the ground, potentially contaminating public groundwater. 


• Zoning and building codes are being grossly violated. 

• Animals are sold for ritualistic practices.

• Horse meat is illegally sold. 

• No vet care is given to the sick, injured, or dying animals.


ARM witnessed and documented multiple felony acts of animal cruelty resulting in death 
and countless misdemeanor crimes during its investigation executed by Juan, his son, 
and other ranch workers. 


No one agency, city, county, state, or federal are, or have been, monitoring activities on-
site for it’s duration. The owners do not have a proper business license and hold no 
business insurance.


ARM is requesting that all whom took part in the crimes be arrested and prosecuted, the 
slaughterhouse closed down, torn down, and investigated by county, state, and federal 
agencies. Under the State of Florida statutes, any and all animals living in such 
dangerous conditions must be rescued and brought to safety or sanctuary. 


ARM is extending an offer to provide a safe haven to all remaining animals at the 
slaughter farm. ARM has taken part in over 200 similar operations with government 
agencies and will gladly aid in this case.  











































































































































































































