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A class-action lawsuit against popular milk company Fairlife, distributor and owner The Coca-
Cola Co., and others alleges that Fairlife is profiting off consumer demand for sustainable,
cruelty-free products while operating in a way that is anything but.

What's happening?

Fairlife, acquired in full by Coca-Cola in 2020, depicts itself as an eco-conscious milk brand
dedicated to working with local farms, conserving water, supporting renewable energy, and
investing in animal welfare. 

Yet the plaintiffs in the lawsuit, filed in California federal court, allege Fairlife is misleading
consumers about its animal-care and sustainability practices, as Top Class Actions detailed.

"The animal care and sustainability marketing scheme and practice are based on materially
false, misleading, untrue, and/or unjust claims and omissions," the lawsuit reads, pointing to
video evidence of "systemic widespread egregious animal cruelty, cruel standard practices, and
extreme neglect, including at the hands of and with the awareness of management." 
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The lawsuit also alleges that Fairlife contaminated waterways near Phoenix with dumped calf
carcasses, leading to problematic algae blooms. 

The plaintiffs also say, despite the company's claims otherwise, that Fairlife packaging is not
recyclable because it contains the contaminant titanium dioxide. 

Can't afford solar panels? Here's how to get them without
paying for purchase or installation

Palmetto's revolutionary LightReach program gives you all
the benefits of solar power without the upfront costs.

LightReach lets you lease solar panels with no money
down, making it easier than ever to lock in energy savings.
Palmetto assumes all risk and responsibility for the panels
you lease, which means you'll get reliable performance
without unforeseen costs.

To get started, just answer a few basic questions about
your home and learn how much you can save.

Get Started

Watch now: How bad is a gas stove for your home's indoor air quality?

Why is this important? 

A 2024 survey from PDI Technologies found that the majority of consumers care about the
environmental impact of their purchases and will pay more for sustainable products. 

The lawsuit alleges Fairlife used this general knowledge for its own profit, charging consumers a
premium for its milk while failing to live up to eco-friendly and cruelty-free promises — and
actively working to cover up and omit information that might have impacted its bottom line.

This isn't the first time Fairlife has come under legal scrutiny for its business practices, as Top
Class Actions noted. In 2022, Fairlife, parent company Coca-Cola, and Fair Oaks Farms agreed
to pay a $21 million settlement after a lawsuit accused the dairy brand of "horrific animal
abuse." 

What's being done about this? 

While it can be frustrating to learn a previously trusted brand may have participated in
greenwashing, a class-action lawsuit can be one step toward holding companies accountable. 

 Join a group of concerned mothers, fathers, and caregivers by signing petitions to fight for
children's health

Should companies be required to help recycleShould companies be required to help recycle
their own products?their own products?

 Definitely  Definitely 

 No way  No way 

 It depends on the product  It depends on the product 

 They should get tax breaks instead  They should get tax breaks instead 

Click your choice to see results and speak your mind.

Ethical marketplaces like DoneGood are also tools consumers can use to investigate whether
their purchases support brands that align with their values. 

As for the Fairlife lawsuit, it is making its way through the court system. Plaintiffs are seeking
monetary compensation for themselves and other consumers Fairlife allegedly deceived. They
are also asking the court to ban Fairlife from continuing to make false marketing claims.

Join our free newsletter for good newsgood news and useful tipsuseful tips, and don't miss this cool list of easy
ways to help yourself while helping the planet.
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 BUSINESS

Coca-Cola subsidiary hit with lawsuit for
allegedly misleading consumers: 'Materially
false'
The lawsuit is making its way through the court system.

By Susan Elizabeth Turek / May 18, 2025
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How the Expedia of
solar panels helps
homeowners save
money and avoid a
common trap: 'Giving
you confidence in the
systems'

Homeowner easily
debunks myth about
solar panels one
month after installing
new system: 'Passive
income is always
welcome'

Startup turns grocery
shopping into an
adventure with 70%
discounts: 'A fun
experience akin to a
treasure hunt'

This innovative
company will install
solar panels on your
roof with no upfront
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business model works

COOL PICKS

How bad is a gas stove for your home's indoo…

https://www.thecooldown.com/about-us/
https://www.thecooldown.com/privacy/
https://www.thecooldown.com/terms/
mailto:hello@thecooldown.com
https://www.facebook.com/thecooldown.tcd
https://www.instagram.com/the_cool_down/
https://thecooldown.com/privacy
mailto:hello@thecooldown.com
https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/bhotiwihok-v-fairlife-class-action.pdf
https://www.coca-cola.com/ca/en/about-us/faq/who-owns-fairlife
https://fairlife.com/our-mission/sustainable-practices-and-our-dairy-product-environmental-footprint/
https://topclassactions.com/lawsuit-settlements/lawsuit-news/fairlife-milk-class-action-alleges-animal-cruelty-deceptive-advertising/
https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/bhotiwihok-v-fairlife-class-action.pdf
https://www.thecooldown.com/green-business/tyson-foods-pollution-waterways-us/
https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/bhotiwihok-v-fairlife-class-action.pdf
https://guide.thecooldown.com/actions/know-your-recycling-options/
https://links.thecooldown.com/lightreach-tcd
https://links.thecooldown.com/lightreach-tcd
https://links.thecooldown.com/lightreach-tcd
https://links.thecooldown.com/lightreach-tcd
https://links.thecooldown.com/lightreach-tcd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rRAWY-3BBg
https://pditechnologies.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-Sustainability-EV-Convenience-Retail-Survey_Report.pdf
https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/bhotiwihok-v-fairlife-class-action.pdf
https://www.thecooldown.com/green-business/
https://topclassactions.com/lawsuit-settlements/lawsuit-news/fairlife-milk-class-action-alleges-animal-cruelty-deceptive-advertising/
https://topclassactions.com/lawsuit-settlements/closed-settlements/fairlife-milk-cow-mistreatment-21m-class-action-settlement/
https://guide.thecooldown.com/actions/educate-yourself-about-greenwashing/
https://guide.thecooldown.com/recording-votes/should-companies-be-required-to-help-recycle-their-own-products/?answer=1&article=recNCeEzovjn2du2g
https://guide.thecooldown.com/recording-votes/should-companies-be-required-to-help-recycle-their-own-products/?answer=2&article=recNCeEzovjn2du2g
https://guide.thecooldown.com/recording-votes/should-companies-be-required-to-help-recycle-their-own-products/?answer=3&article=recNCeEzovjn2du2g
https://guide.thecooldown.com/recording-votes/should-companies-be-required-to-help-recycle-their-own-products/?answer=4&article=recNCeEzovjn2du2g
https://www.thecooldown.com/green-business/donegood-ethical-marketplace-sustainable-ec/
https://guide.thecooldown.com/actions/support-eco-friendly-initiatives-by-mainstream-brands/
https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/bhotiwihok-v-fairlife-class-action.pdf
https://www.thecooldown.com/future-newsletter/?recNCeEzovjn2du2g
https://rb.gy/ivhzmj
https://www.thecooldown.com/future-newsletter/?promorecNCeEzovjn2du2g
https://www.thecooldown.com/green-tech/energy-sage-solar-homeowners-installation-costs/
https://www.thecooldown.com/green-home/solar-panels-electricity-bill-ohio-homeowner/
https://www.thecooldown.com/green-business/martie-online-grocery-store-food-waste-discount/
https://www.thecooldown.com/green-home/high-reach-solar-leasing-palmetto-program/

